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to the Oxford Convocation the abolition of subscrip-
tion at matriculation in May 1835, this proposal was
rejected by a majority of five to one.

This large majority was a genuine expression of
the sense of the University. It was not specially a
" Tractarian " success, though most of the arguments
which contributed to it came from men who more or
less sympathised with the effort to make a vigorous
fight for the Church and its teaching; and it showed
that they who had made the effort had touched
springs of thought and feeling, and awakened new
hopes and interest in those around them, in Oxford,
and in the country. But graver events were at hand.
Towards the end of the year (1835), ^r- Burton, the
Regius Professor of Divinity, suddenly died, still a
young man. And Lord Melbourne was induced to
appoint as his successor, and as the head of the
theological teaching of the University, the writer who
had just a second time seemed to lay the axe to the
root of all theology; who had just reasserted that he
looked upon creeds, and all the documents which em-
bodied the traditional doctrine and collective thought
of the Church, as invested by ignorance and prejudice
with an authority which was without foundation, and
which was misleading and mischievous.